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The Hobbit


The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien shows us that the unexpected can happen to the least expected.

Bilbo Baggins was an average hobbit who lived a comfortable life in his hobbit-hole that he called home. But all of that changed when the wizard Gandalf visited him on his front porch. Gandalf had offered him an opportunity for an adventure but Bilbo refused, having decided to stay at his home instead. Later on Gandalf returns but this time with a company of dwarves. The dwarves explained to Bilbo the purpose of the adventure and how Gandalf had told them that Bilbo could aid them as a burglar. Bilbo agreed; later changed his mind but with Gandalf’s persistence he joined the dwarves on their quest to the Lonely Mountain.

As Bilbo travels with the dwarves he learns much of who they are and about the great treasure stolen by the dragon Smaug. During their travels encountered trolls, elves, and a mountain of goblins. As they were fighting their way out of the mountain Bilbo was separated from the group and landed deeper inside where he met Gollum, a nasty creature who lived in a shack in the middle of an underground lake, and engage in a riddle contest to determine his fate. He won this contest by asking the riddle “What have I got in my pocket?”. Afterwards Gollum found the thing in Bilbo’s pocket was his magic ring of invisibility, something he held precious. Using this ring Bilbo escaped by following Gollum to the mountain’s back entrance. As Bilbo was running from the mountain he met up with Gandalf and the dwarves and together they ran down the mountain side. On the way they got attacked by wargs and goblins that backed them into a group of trees. They would have been killed had it not been for the eagles and their king who flew them to safety and set on the path to the Lonely Mountain. Resuming their journey they crossed into the lands of Beorn, a shape-changer, whom Gandalf told could assist them on their journey to the dark forest of Mirkwood. With a little convincing Beorn gave the group supplies and ponies to ride to Mirkwood. At the entrance to Mirkwood Gandalf informed the group that he had to leave them to attend to important business elsewhere. As Bilbo and the dwarves traveled thru Mirkwood they encountered many obstacles such as spiders and wood-elves. The wood-elves had captured the dwarves and imprisoned them in their king’s palace. Bilbo had luckily thought of a plan to get them out by using empty wine-barrels. 

After escaping the wood-elves the group went to the village of lake-town, where the dwarves were worshipped like gods. In the town they were re-supplied and started the final journey to the Lonely Mountain to face the dragon Smaug. The dwarves and Bilbo made their way up the mountain and entered using a special key used by the dwarves’ leader Thorin. Thorin sent Bilbo into the mountain to see if Smaug was awake and if not bring back some treasure. Bilbo succeeded and brought back a golden cup, but this caused Smaug to awaken from his deep slumber to seek out the ones who stole from him. After evading detection from Smaug thorin sent Bilbo inside once again but this time Bilbo engage in conversation with Smaug. During the conversation Bilbo found a weak point on Smaug armor of jewels near his heart, this mattered not however, for Bilbo revealed too much during the conversation. This made Smaug realize where Bilbo and the dwarves acquired their supplies and took flight towards lake-town, but not before trapping Bilbo and the others in the mountain entrance. After what seemed like days the dwarves got impatient and sent Bilbo into the treasure upon entering the room and looking around he discovered that Smaug was nowhere to be found; as he was checking to make sure this was the truth Bilbo happened upon the Arkenstone the greatest jewel in the treasure hoard and stuck in pocket. Meanwhile, Smaug had flown over to Lake- town to burn it to ground. He succeeded, but was shot and killed by the Lake-town archer, Bard who, with the guidance of a thrush, found the weak point in Smaug’s belly armor. After the defeat of Smaug the men of Lake-town and the wood-elves of Mirkwood traveled to the Lonely Mountain to demand from Thorin a share of the treasure hoard, but he refused claiming all of the treasure as his dwarven birthright. Bilbo, not wanting any kind of fight to happened, traveled to the wood-elf and lake-men camp and gave them the Arkenstone to aid them in their bargaining with Thorin. Thorin upon hearing this tried to kill Bilbo, but was stop by Gandalf who told Thorin that he was making a foolish mistake. Thorin, not wanting to hear of this cast Bilbo out of the mountain and barricaded him and the other dwarves inside. It was after this that Gandalf informed everyone of some shocking news that an army of goblins were coming towards the mountain to take treasure. Upon hearing this, the forces of wood-elf, men, and dwarves joined together and fought the goblin hoard. Bilbo, who lost consciousness during the battle, was taken to Thorin for he was on his death bed and wished to apologize to Bilbo for how he acted at the entrance to the mountain. After the passing of Thorin the dwarves named a new king and his name was Dain, a dwarf lord who helped in the battle. After a several days Bilbo and Gandalf traveled back to Bilbo hometown where to his surprise found out that everyone there thought he was dead and was auctioning all of his furniture off. Bilbo had to go through a long process of buying back everything he owned using up most of the gold he acquired from the dwarves. Even though Bilbo didn’t get the welcome back he expected he never regretted his decisions to go on the journey.

I hope that after you read this you’ll understand why when I say “The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien shows us that the unexpected can happen to the least expected.
